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MARRIED LIFE: FRIENDSHIP AND
HARMONY

Marriage is a social institution wherein two individuals have to
live together. There cannot be any inequality in this area. The
partners depend upon each other in the same manner as the arrow
and the bow. If one of the partners dominates the otherf it will not
serve any purpose. If two persons with their distinct personalities
wish to lead a collective life based on love, each of them must
understand the other. Only when they traverse the path of love will
a happy married life become possible. Marriage is not the ultimate
end of the struggle of life. It begins the journey of life. Therefore,
each individual must have the necessary knowledge, courage and
determination to face the waves of the sea of marriage.

Married life is a combination of pleasure and pain. If an
individual succumbs to a sense of fear when faced with problems
and if he becomes disheartened when confronted with difficulties he
is reduced to the postion of a coward. Pleasure and pain are inherent
in this kind of bond. But only intelligent and discerning persons have
the patience and skill to treat the family bonds as their means of
happiness. To the ignorant, these bonds bring misery and unhap-
piness as they bind them hard. Therefore, one has to come to the
conclusion that it is only the wife and husband who are capable of
making their married life happy.

It is sheer stupidity to think that married life can be a sojourn
in Paradise from the very moment of marriage. Both the partners
have to use all the talents to make it a success. Sacrifices have
to be made. Each has to understand the mental make-up of the
other. Tolerance, patience, capacity to adjust, and a spirit of harmony
are essential. At first, they must have a clear appreciation of their
own circumstances. If such wisdom is to arise, they must seek the
knowledge of the world. Whatever happens before marriage,
whatever is imagined before that event, is only a dream. Everything
looks rosy and pleasant in. that flight of fancy. After marriage that
dream vanishes; responsibilities hover round the couple. Till that
moment both are led by others. After marriaae there is no question